THE    OCTOBER    REVOLUTION
to my authority. I take pleasure in communicating to your
Excellency knowledge and satisfaction, calling attention
to brilliant behaviour of all forces under my command,
even though at the price of appreciable casualties, which I
will report opportunely."
An adjutant awakened the Minister of War to give him
this message, because the Minister of War, Don Diego
Hidalgo, had retired to sleep at two o'clock in the morning.
In this month of October, 1934, Franco spent day and
night in the War Ministry directing the battle against
the revolution. He followed the vicissitudes of General
Bosch's troops which were fighting in the mountains of
Campomanes. He followed the march of the column of
500 men organized in Lugo by General Lopez Ochoa and
also led by him,-and he warned him of the danger that
awaited him at the narrow passage at Penaflor, at the outgate
of Grado, where were posted the most warlike forces of
Asturian anarchy. Lopez Ochoa abandoned this road and
went up to Aviles. He conferred daily with Ortiz de Zarate,
who was checking the revolutionary uprising in Vizcaya
with wise measures. On the 8th, the cruiser Libertad-ms in
front of the Santa Catalina hills. Franco, from the Telegraph
Office, directed the bombardment.
The commanding officer at Gijon would inform him by
telegraph of the artillery set-backs, and Franco would im-
prove and rectify the aim, telling the officers of the ship,
by radio, of the mistakes observed and pointing out the
objectives.
Franco took the initiative in placing on the commanding
terraces of Madrid the best marksmen of the civil guard,
with telescopic sights, to combat the hostile rabble on the
roof-tops.
On the 12th there landed at Gijon the two Banners of
infantry and a group of Regulars, who under the command